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SUBJECT: SLIJAH MUHAMMAD 5 


INTERNAL SECURITY —- NOI : 
0. 0. Chicago ne) Tay a 
} . 


3 


. 
Re Chicago letter to the Director, 11/6/59; New 
York letter to the Director, 11/6/59, entitled "Nation of 


Islam, I8 - NOI"; Chicago airtel to the Director, 11/17/59. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten copies of 
a letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination; three 
copies of same for New York; one copy of same for Philadelphia 
for information; and one copy of same for Washington Field for 
information. 


The below listed confidential informants, in the 
order used, furnished the information set forth in the enclosed 


letterhead memorandun: 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN J UNCLASSIFIED 


DAT 


5 - 2 (Encls. 10) (REGISTERED) 


7} 99 


D. ew yor mcis. 3) (REGISTEREL 
(1 = 105-7809) (Nation of Islam) 


nc „ 4 


; | 356 35 ion of 


=~ * 


Chicago will continue in its efforts to ascertain 
further details regarding the world tour of ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 
and any such information received will be promptly — 


An a e suitable for dissemination. 


‘The enclosed letterhead meno; andum is classified 
Confidential be nformation contained therein as 
bb made available b “could reasonably result in the 
identification of ial informant of continuing value 
and ee the effectiveness thereof. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Chicago, Illinois 
November 25, 1959 


ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 


INTERNAL SECURITY - NATION OF ISLAM 


A confidential sourc 


Cc that he had decided against vis 1 : 
ue to the distance and expense that he 


wants to be back from this trip by February. W 
MUHAMMAD that he would continue to work on t | as. 


The same confidential source on November 9, 1959, 
advised that MALCOLM X LITTLE had told ELIJAH MUHAMMAD that he, 
ELIJAH, would need a “letter of finances" in connection with his 
trip; that this letter“ is required of everyone making such a 
trip by the government of the countries to be visited; that the 
form of this letter can be as follows: "This is to certify that 
we, the Muslims of the U.8.A., organized under Muhammad's Temples 
of Islam, are responsible for the travel and maintenance expense 
of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad and his party during his world 
tour.“; that this letter should be signed by the Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Temple. MUHAMMAD told MALCOLM he would get this 
“letter” out right away. MALCOLM then told MUHAMMAD that the 
question had been raised whether he, MUHAMMAD, might have to have a 

Jetter from the Chief of Police of the city in which he lived, 
mich letter would state that the Police Chief had no objection 
„ to MUHAMMAD's trip. MALCOLM stated that he had not needed such 

a letter when he took his trip. MUHAMMAD became quite incensed 


f= See gary py taurus es ‘Cour TAL 
e 1 3 


Je 148 - Fer- 


ELIJAH MUHAMMAD TAL 


and stated that if things became too troublesome they would 


mot go; that the purpose of the trip was for observation only 
and for no other reason. 


The first confidential source on November 12, 1959, 


advi dividual told ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 
that ad ordered 100 magazines of 
movie nm, ro mm. Color film, and 50 rolls of 


black and white film for a reflex camera and he wanted MUHAMMAD 
to verify this order. This individual also told MUHAMMAD that 
he would have to order this film and asked when MUHAMMAD was 
leaving. MUHAMMAD stated they would be leaving for the East 
Coast the next Friday and would be leaving from there on Saturday. 
MUHAIMI{AD stated he also wanted to bid a Polaroid camera to take 
with hin. 


T ial source on November 12, 1959, 
advised tha d an unidentified individual 
advised ELIJ total price of the film and 


camera would be $1400.00. ELIJAH MUHAMMAD instruct 
to bring the Polaroid camera home with him and to pick 


of film as they want to take more movie pictures than still 


pictures. 


—— — www ee mm — —- 


The first confidential source on November 16, 1959, 
advised that an unidentified representative of a travel agency 
in New York City told ELIJAH MUHAMMAD that the balance due on 
the arrangenents was 88, 018.16 and that MUHAMMAD's visas will 
be ready by Wednesday. : 


The first confidential 


ES 
ia, on eit 


dential source on November 17, 1959, 
advised that ordered through the Model Camera 
Shop in Chi fifty one-hundred foot rolls of 


9 50 de his Bolex movie camera and 30 magazines of fil. 


stated he wanted this film by Thursday as they are 
Thursday aor Friday morning. 


WATION OF ISLAM, Formerly Referred to as 
Muslim Cult of Islam, also known as 


Muhammad's Temples of Islam _ 


In January, 1957, a source advised that ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 
had described his organization on a nationwide basis as the 
"Nation of Islam" and "Muhammad's Temples of Islam". 

On May 11, 1959, another source advised that the NOI 
is an all-Negro organization which was originally organized in 
1930 in Detroit, Michigan. MUHAMMAD, its pesos national 
leader, claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme 
Being, to lead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the 
wilderness of North America by establishing an independent black 
nation in the United States. : 


Members following MUHAMMAD's teaching and his inter- 
vretation of the Koran“ believe there is no such thing as a 
Hegro; that the so-called Negroes are slaves of the white race, 
referred to.as “white devils", in the United States; and that 
the white race because of its exploitation of the so-called 
Negroes, must and will be destroyed in the approaching “War of 
Armageddon", , 


ä In the past, officials and members of the NOI, including 
MUHAMMAD, have refused to register under the provisions of the 
Selective Service Acts and have declared that members owe no 
allegiance to the United States. } 


On May 5, 1958, the first source related that MUHAMMAD, 
upon advice: of legal counsel, had tempered his personal state- : 
ments and instructions to his ministers concerning the principles 
of his organization in order to avoid possible prosecution by the 
United States Government. However, he did not indicate any fun- 
damental changes in the teachings of his organization. 


On way 8. 1959, another source reported that MUHAMMAD 
early in July, 1958, had decided to de-emphasize the religious . 
@spects of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic 
benefits to be derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI. 
This policy change, according to MUHAMMAD, would help him to 


‘@cguire additional followers and create more interest in his 


programs, 


14 . 


FRUIT OF ISLAM 


On May 11, 1959, a source advised that the Fruit of 
Islam (FOI) is a group within the Nation of Islam (NOI) on- 
posed of all able-bodied male members of the NOI. The purpose 
of the POI is to protect officials and property of the NOI, 
@ssure compliance of members with NOI teachings and to prepare 
for the “War of Armageddon". Members of the FOI are required 
to participate in military drill and are afforded the oppor- 
tunity to engage in judo training. The FOI is governed by a 
military system wherein the members are controlled by general 
8 similar to those issued by regular military organiza- 

ons. 


— — — — — — — — — 


This memorandum is loaned to you by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and neither it nor its céntents are to 
be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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OrFIiIcRe MEMORANDUM „„ +$%§™§BUNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


BAC, CHICAGO (100-35635) DATE: hege 


„ 900 


SUBJECT: MATION OF ISLAM 


IS-NOI 
62.7 n 
67 who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, 5 ed thé following information on the dates 


indicated: 


September 25, 1959 = 
ELIJAH MUHAMMAD was contacted (long distance) by ES N 
an unknowr e ' ele * ' ' . a Tel. 0 On — 
S2 
— 
* 


UK , N a unknown brother hat “he ma rc ; 
with it“ and then asked if “they” had moved yet. The unknown 
brother replied that they “moved the school up this week 

and will the Temple next Sunday. The school is doing fine 
and they have some néw teachers. Everyone geens to like the 
new location.” | 


NULA 


“4 ORMA TION 
22 


ALL IN 
HERE] 
AE 


Otros (100—- >) (HOT) (RM 


or _ 
(i) = 170 N 


ZED 
91 


3 


ee — ee —ͤ — 


| ic 


MALCOLM and ELIJAH then discussed 
3 zan mentioned that is supposed to n Chicago on 


CG 100-35635 | 


October 8, 1959 


informed 
ELIJAH t Brother MINI from ston s in town. 


“4 66— CLARA MUHAMMAD 
b! (wife of @ would arrive in Chicago at 


1:31 p.m. (sane date) aboard flight #130. 
October 9, 1959 


Brother MALCOLM (in Pittsburgh) contacted CLARA 

MUHAMMAD and inguired if his wife was there. CLARA answered 
in the affirmative stating that both she and the baby were 
there. MALCOLM then informed ELIJAH MUHAMMAD that "things 
went very good" in Buffalo and Cleveland, that he "put that 
to them and they were for it one hundred percent". MALCOLM 
said he would do the same thing that night (in Pittsburgh) 
and tomorrow would go on to (Temple) No.l. 


‘Sunday but he is thi calling him back telling him 


mot to come and "freeze him up a little more--he' ing 
apart." MALCOLM was instructed by ELIJAH to and 
9087 nk 


mention the a point WHAMMAL 
he was tr 4 


— 


“Impossibie for me to come to Chicago Sunday. Can 
suggest another time when we can ease either in enn 
cago." 


o 100-35635 


October 10, 1959 


October 14, 1959 


contacted 
ELIJAH nd ner ould run the 
Av article (Los Afigeles “Herald-Dispatch") 
l'~ MUHAMMAD replied “just put it in as is". 


ie 
« MUHAMMAD that the grand opsning in San Die eat 


Success. 
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